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Martepuans! Il MexayHapoaHoi paboyeii BCTpeuun no peabunutauum n peuHTPOAYKLMK KPYMHbIX XWLLHBIX MIIEKONUTaoLWmX

CPABHUTEJNIbHOE NOBEAEHUE BbINMYLWEHHBLIX IEONAPAOOB - BbIBOP MECT
OBUTAHUA, YKPbIBAHUE OOBbIYY (OLEHKA AOANTUBHbIX YEPT)

BenH6epr N.U.', O3yueB 3.B.', 3pHaHaec-bnaHko X.A.2, Yuctononosa M.[1.2,
AumeHHukoBa A.A.2 Mxutukos A.B.3, HangeHko C.B.%, ApoHoBa H.A.%, PoxHoB B.B.2

'@I'BY «Cesepo-Ocemuncruil 20cyoapcmeentvlii npupoonblil 3ano6eonuxy, Anazup, Poccus
2Uncmumym npobnem sxonoeuu u sgomoyuu um. A.H. Cesepyosa PAH, Mockea, Poccus
SUncmumym sxonoeuu copnvix meppumopuu um. A.K. Tembomosa PAH, Hanvuuk, Poccus
*WWF Poccuu, Mockea, Poccus

KuroueBble ciioBa: nepeHeasuarckuii neonapn, Panthera pardus ciscaucasica, noBeieHue.

C 1enbio M3y4CHHUS XUITHUYECKOH aKTUBHOCTH N€pEeAHea3naTCKuX Jieonapnos Panthera par-
dus ciscaucasica, BBITyIEHHBIX B paMKax [IporpaMMBbl 10 BOCCTaHOBIICHHUIO MIEPEIHEA3UATCKOTO
neonapaa Ha KaBkasze, o0cienoBaHbl Kiactepbl Jiokanuid ¢ GPS-yCTpOHCTB CIyTHHKOBBIX
omeitankoB. O0caenoBano 13 knacrepor camku Bomubr 9.08.2018-24.04.2019 1. Ha TeppuTO-
pun PCO-Ananus u KabapanHo-bankapckoir PecriyOnukn u 28 KiacTepoB caMku ATypbl Ha
teppuropun PCO-Ananns 4.09.2020-16.03.2021 r.

Camka BosHa BeinynieHa B konie utosist 2018 r. Ha bokoBom xpeOTe (MecTooOuTaHkHe Typa
Capra cylindricornis n cepHsl Rupicapra rupicapra) B HallHOHAILHOM MapKe «AJAHUS» B MEXK-
nypeube Ypyxa u Appona. Bomxa nokunysina bokoBol XpeOeT M CIycTHIach B HU3KOTOPbS, Ha
JlecucTslii XpeOeT, HO B OKTSIOpE MOHSIACH HA KPYTOH M CKAJTUCTBIN BOCTOUHBIN CKJIOH MacCHBa
ropel Knon Ckanmcroro xpeOrta Ha jieBoOepexbe pexu Apaos (10002200 m H.y.M., Tuiomaab
yuacTka obutanus oxono 20 km?), rae kuia 1o KoHua mMapra 2019 . ¢ 1ByMs KpaTKOBPEMEH-
HBIMHU BBIXOJIAMU B HU3KOTOphsi. B KOHIIE MapTa OHa OKOHYATEJIbHO CIycTHiIach Ha JlecucThiit
xpebeT U mozxe yunia Ha 3anan B Kabapnuno-bankapuio. BoHa ycrneniHo oXoTuiach Ha CEpH
B BEPXHEH YacTH JIECHOTO I0sICa Ha CKAIbHBIX MaccHBax ropsl KnoH, n Ha 6apcykoB U IIaKajgoB
— B IIUPOKOJIMCTBEHHBIX HU3KOTOPHBIX Jiecax. OHa He 0XOTWiIAch HAa 0OMTaBIIMX HA CKaIHMCTOM
XpedTe KOCyJib, HO yOMiIa KOCYJIO B HIMPOKOJMCTBEHHOM HHM3KOTOpHOM Jjecy B KaGapauHo-
Bankapuu. /100614y oHa Beeryia moeana B yKPBITHU: TIOJ CKAJIOH HIIM CTBOJIOM YIIABILETO JIepeBa,
B OypeJsioMe MM TYyCTOM KyCTapHUKe. B oTHOM cityuae oHa mepenpsThiBaia 100k, K KOTOPOH
MIPUXOIAI Me/IBe/Ib (CheMKa (DOTO-JIOBYIIKOH).

Camka Arypa BblltynieHa B koHue aBrycra 2020 r. Ha ITactOumsom xpebTe B MeXIypeube
VYpyxa u Apnona. OHa ocTanack B 3TOM paiioHe, U, B OTJIHYHE OT BOJHBI, 00HTala B HU3KOTO-
pwe mout 6e3 BoixomoB ckain (500—1300 M H.y.M., mIom@ans y4actka oburanus okosno 470 km?),
Ha [TactOummnom u Jlecuctom xpedTax, re OXOTWIIACh HA CPEJAHUX M MEJKUX XUIIHMKOB. OHa
COBCpIIMJIa ABa KPATKOBPECMEHHBIX BbIXOAa Ha MAaCCUB I'OPbI Kuon. Cyl[ﬂ Imo O6CJ'ICI[OBaHHbIM
KJIacTepaM, OHa He 100bUIa HM OTHO KOIBITHOE, HO ITOHMasia eBPONEHCKYIO JIECHYIO KOILIKY Ha Jie-
peBe Ha BBICOTE HE MEHee 6 M HaJl 3eMJICH, T.€. e¢ HeJIb3sl CYMTATh CIa00i MM HeyMelol. Arypa
HE yKpbIBaja JOOBITY, a €lla TaM ke, Iie J0ObIBasia, NHOTJAa B HECKOJIBKUX JECSATKAaX METPOB
OT JIECHOW JIOPOTH, TI0O KOTOPOH Xoami ckoT. OHa 9acTo 3aep KUBaNIacCh PSIOM C HACEJICHHBIM
ITYHKTOM M, BO3MOXXKHO, HaOIIfo/1aNa 3a HUM CO CKJIOHA. Arypa He Bo3Bpamaiack K Jo0bue, y
KOTOpOH OBLIH yCTaHOBIEHBI (hOTO-JIOBYIIKH. B oTimume ot BonHel, Arypa uHOrAa He noegana
0apCyKoB, HO IMOJTHOCTBIO Cheaa eHOTOBUIHBIX COOAK, ITAKAIOB, JIECHBIX KOIIEK U €HOTA.

O0e caMKM 4YacTO OXOTHJIMCh BOJH3M HACENICHHBIX IMYHKTOB, HO Ha KiacTepax He ObUIN
00Hapy)KeHbl OCTAHKU JOMAIIHUX JKMBOTHBIX. Ha OCHOBAaHHMHU IOJYYEHHBIX JaHHBIX MBI HE
MOJKEM CJIeJIaTh BBIBOJ, YTO ATypa MEHee MOAr0TOBIICHA K )KU3HU B IMKOH npupoe, yeM Bomxa.
CylIiecTBeHHbIC Pa3INyKsi B OXOTHUYbEM TTOBEJCHHH MOTYT OBbITh BBI3BAaHBI WHIMBUIYaIbHBIMH
0COOCHHOCTSIMU 0CO0EH.

PaGora mposenena npu noguepxke [TAO Pycl'unpo.
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COMPARATIVE BEHAVIOR OF RELEASED LEOPARDS: HABITAT SELECTION,
PREY HIDING (ADAPTIVE FEATURE ASSESSMENT)

Pavel I. Weinberg', Zaurbek V. Dzutsev’, Jose A. Hernandez-Blanco?, Maria D.
Chistopolova? Anna A. Yachmennikova? Alim B. Pkhitikov?®, Sergey V. Naidenko?,
Natalia A. Dronova*, Viatcheslav V. Rozhnov?

!North Ossetian State Nature Reserve, Alagir, Republic of North Ossetia-Alania, Russia
2A.N. Severtsov Institute of Ecology and Evolution, RAS, Moscow, Russia
3Tembotov Institute of Ecology of Mountain Territories, RAS, Nalchik, Russia
*WWEF-Russia, Moscow, Russia

Keywords: Persian leopard, Panthera pardus ciscaucasica, behavior.

In order to study the hunting behaviour of Persian leopards (Panthera pardus ciscaucasica)
released as part of the Program for restoration (reintroduction) of the Persian leopard in the Cau-
casus, we examined clusters of locations identified by GPS-collars. We studied 13 clusters of the
female Volna from 9th August 2018 to 24th April 2019 in the Republic of North Ossetia-Alania
and Kabardino-Balkarian Republic, and 28 clusters of the female Agura in the Republic of North
Ossetia-Alania from 4th September 2020 to 16th March 2021.

The female Volna was released in late July 2018 on the Bokovoy (Side) Ridge (inhabited by the
tur Capra cylindricornis and the chamois Rupicapra rupicapra) in the Alaniya National Park in the
interfluve of the Urukh and Ardon rivers. Volna left the Bokovoy Ridge and went to low mountains
of the Lesisty (Forest) Ridge, but in October she went up to the steep and rocky eastern slope of
Mount Kion (the Skalisty (Rocky) Ridge) above the left bank of the Ardon River (1,000-2,200 m
above sea level, the habitat area is about 20 sq. km). She lived there until late March 2019, with two
short-term visits to low mountain areas. In late March, Volna finally descended to the Forest Ridge
and later moved westwards to Kabardino-Balkarian Republic. Volna successfully hunted chamois
in the upper part of the forest zone in rocky massifs of Mount Kion, and also caught badgers and
jackals in broad-leaved low mountain forests. She did not hunt roe deer inhabiting the Rocky Ridge,
but killed a roe deer in the broad-leaved low mountain forest in the Kabardino-Balkarian Republic.
She always ate her prey hiding under a rock or a fallen tree, in windfall or in thick bush. Once she
moved her prey, that was found by a bear (that was recorded by a camera trap).

The female Agura was released in late August 2020 on the Pastbishny (Pasture) Ridge in the inter-
fluve of the Urukh and Ardon rivers. She remained in that area and, unlike Volna, lived in low moun-
tains with almost no rocks (500-1,300 m above sea level, the habitat area is about 470 sq. km), on the
Pasture and Forest Ridges, where she hunted small and medium-sized predators. Agura performed two
short-term visits to Mount Kion. The examined clusters showed that she did not kill any ungulates, but
caught a European wildcat on a tree at a height of at least six meters above the ground, which means
that she cannot be considered weak or unskillful. 4gura did not hide her prey and ate it where it was
killed; sometimes that was several dozen meters away from a forest road where cattle wandered. She
often spent some time near a human settlement and was possibly watching it from a slope. Agura did
not come back to her prey near which camera traps were installed. In contrast to Volna, Agura some-
times did not eat up badgers, but ate up racoon dogs, jackals, wildcats, and a racoon.

Both females often hunted close to human settlements; however, no remains of domestic an-
imals were found in clusters. The obtained data do not allow us to make a conclusion that Agura
was prepared to living in the wild less than Volna. Significant differences in hunting behavior can
be caused by individual peculiarities of the two animals.

The work was supported by PJSC RusHydro.
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